
1 
 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY HER WORSHIP CLLR 

TLOTLANANG MOGOTLANE DURING THE 

DISTRICT WOMEN ECONOMIC SUMMIT HELD ON 

THE 20TH JUNE 2013 AT ELEPHANT SPRING HOTEL  

BELABELA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY AT 10:00. 

Programme Director, 

Mayor of BelaBela Local Municipality Cllr Freddy Hlungwani, 

Speakers in the District led by District Speaker Cllr Monama. 

Chief Whips in the District, 

MMCs present, 

Exco-Members present, 

Representative from SALGA, 

Officials from Sector Departments and Municipalities, 

Presenters and Facilitators, 

Women Business Formations present, 

Women Cooperatives Movement, 

Women structures in the District, 

The Media, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and gentlemen. 

Thobela!! Dumelang!! 

Programme Director, this Summit takes place four days after we 

celebrated the role played by the Class of 1976 towards the struggle for 

our liberation and the creation of a democratic South Africa. 
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Let me also indicate that as part of celebrating and honouring the youth 

of 1976, we held a successful District Youth Parliament on Friday 14th 

June, where young women demonstrated their ability to lead and actively 

participated towards youth development strategies to build a prosperous 

district and the country going forward. 

Programme Director, the United Nation has set aside the 8th March of 
every year as a day for countries to honour women for their economic,  
political and social achievements and to share best practices with regard 
to overcoming the challenges in achieving women`s empowerment and 
gender equality.  

South Africa celebrated this International Women`s Day with calls for 
African Leaders to advance women`s participation in politics and 
empowering them economically. This Summit must come up with a 
resolution that will celebrate the achievements of women in the district. 

The theme for this Summit is:”Accelerating Women`s Economic 

Empowerment”. Women bear almost all responsibility for meeting 

basic needs of the family, yet are systematically denied the resources, 

information and the freedom of action they need to fulfil this 

responsibility.  

The vast majority of the world`s poor are women. Two- thirds of the 

world`s illiterates are female. Of the millions of school age children not 

in school, majority are girls. And today, HIV/AIDS is rapidly becoming 

a woman`s disease. In several southern African countries, more than 

three quarters of all young people living with HIV are women. 

Programme Director, the current world food price crisis is having a 

severe impact on women. Around the world, millions of people eat two 

or three times a day, but a significant percentage of women eat only 

once. And, now, many women are denying themselves even that one 

meal to ensure that their children are fed.  
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These women are already suffering the effects of even more severe 

malnutrition, which inevitably will be their children's fate as well. The 

impact of this crisis will be with us for many years. Studies have shown 

that when women are supported and empowered, all of a society 

benefits. Their families are healthier, more children go to school, 

agricultural productivity improves and income increase. In short 

communities become resilient. 

Programme Director, one of SADC’s (Southern African Development 
Community) main objectives is to achieve sustainable development and 
economic growth, alleviate poverty, enhance the standard of living and 
quality of life of the people of Southern Africa and support the socially 
disadvantaged through regional integration.  

It’s a well known fact that women are the backbone of many African 
economies and also play key roles in the economies of each SADC 
member State. Evidence has also revealed that women constitute more 
that 50% of the poor population in SADC and poverty can only be 
addressed through programmes which specifically target the majority of 
the poor. 

Programme Director, economic empowerment of women not only 
positively impacts their own life situations but is also central to 
mobilising their potential for sustainable development and poverty 
alleviation. Women spend a higher percentage of their income on 
feeding and educating their children, which is aimed at the wellbeing of 
their families.   

Economic independence of women is crucial as it counteracts 
exploitation, feminization of poverty, discrimination and disregards of 
their fundamental human right. Gender equality at the economic level 
therefore contributes directly to the reduction of poverty and overall 
development. For a variety of reasons, inequalities exist between women 
and men throughout the Southern African Development Community 
(SADC) region.  

Women constitute the majority of the poor in the region for a number 
of reasons including high illiteracy rates, restrictive and discriminatory 
laws, and limited access to, and control over, productive resources. 

http://www.sadc.int/member-states/
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Programme Director, we, in South Africa are very fortunate because our 

democratic government, led by our glorious movement, the African 

National Congress has put laws in place to empower women both 

economically and politically. It is time that we take advantage of this 

space to empower women, especially women in the villages of our 

district. Waterberg District`s key economic pillars namely mining, 

agriculture and tourism are drivers of the district economy. 

We know that a sizable number of women is already involved in mining 

and hospitality sector, but participation in agriculture at a massive scale 

is not achieved. Our government has made funding available as part of 

rural development initiative to empower our village communities. We do 

hope that this Summit will give more information on opportunities and 

funding available to assist rural women. 

Programme Director, in his State of the Nation Address (SONA), the 

President of the Republic of South Africa, Jacob Zuma announced that 

Waterberg District as a national growth point will benefit from the 

Special Infrastructure Projects (SIP) around Lephalale and surrounding 

areas. The projects involve Coal Mining, Medupi Power Station, Railway 

Line development, Roads Infrastructure and many projects associated 

with these massive developments in the area.  

A number of National Ministers will be visiting the District to present 

these plans. Stakeholder engagement meetings with Business people and 

the community of Waterberg is being organised for July 2013 to present 

the plans. We call upon all businesswomen around the district to be part 

of those engagements and take advantage of business opportunities that 

my arise from these massive developments..  

In conclusion, let me wish this Summit fruitful engagement to empower 

rural women in the district and our country as a whole. Working 

together we can do more for women economic emancipation. 

I THANK YOU!! 
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